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	1. 
	Purpose
The purpose of the TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee is to provide recommendations for granting access to TR-ANZGOG resources based upon feasibility, science and use of resource, for: 

· Translational research (TR) aspects of ANZGOG clinical trials and 
· TR-ANZGOG biospecimens and data for TR 
This will assist ANZGOG achieve its Strategic Plan goal: to build capacity for TR within the gynaecological cancer community by supporting the collection of biospecimens associated with all ANZGOG trials and maximize the use of biospecimens through research whilst providing enduring custodianship.
The TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee reports to the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee. 

	2. 
	Objectives

The TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee objectives are:
• Consider TR aspects of proposed ANZGOG clinical trials and recommend provision of TR-ANZGOG support as required, within TR-ANZGOG Program feasibility.  

· Consider need for dedicated TR-ANZGOG biospecimen collection, where proposed trial biospecimen collection does not meet TR-ANZGOG recommended optimal collection requirements

• Consider applications for access to TR-ANZGOG biospecimens and data by translational researchers and their adherence to the principles of the Access Policy

, within 4 weeks, for recommendation to the ANZGOG Research Advisory Committee for scientific review
• Ensure appropriate provisions for the security of biospecimens and protection of participants’ confidentiality in agreement with researchers 

• Refer any applications that raise particular concerns to the ANZGOG Research Advisory Group 

• For rare and high value specimens, with advice from the Principle Investigator of the ANZGOG trial through which the specimen was collected, determine a grading system to manage access and advise on the proportion of the biospecimen that may need to be kept for research on future potential technologies 

• Directly assess the input-output implications of applications to the TR-ANZGOG Biobank 

• Oversee procedures and protocols relating to the approval, access and release of biospecimens  

	3. 
	Structure

TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee members will be drawn on, dependent upon application:

•
Chair of the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee

•
TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee (representing clinical, pathology and laboratory research)  

•
ANZGOG Research Advisory Committee

•
ANZGOG Research Management Group

•
ANZGOG Tumour Type Working Groups

•
Principle Investigator or representative from clinical trial 

•
Independent external representative (eg NSW Biobank)

	4. 
	Chair

The TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee Chair will be appointed by the Chair of the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee in consultation with the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee members.  A Deputy Chair will also be appointed to assist with guiding the group.  Non-RAC members are encouraged to become Deputy Chair.
The Chair and Deputy Chair positions will be for a two year term with the option of re-appointment by the Chair of the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee, in consultation with the Chair of ANZGOG and TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee members, for a further two year term.
The Chair will automatically become a member of the RAC during their tenure as Chair of the TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee.

	5. 
	Governance

The TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee operate within the scope of the Terms of Reference of the TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee.  They report to the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee for guidance and determination of action. 

TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee recommendations are to be referred to the RAC for ratification with subsequent notification to the ANZGOG Board.

	6. 
	Meetings

TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee meetings will be convened as required, up to 12 times per annum.  During the intervening time teleconferences may be called by the Chair, as required. 
A quorum of five people including the TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee  Chair and PI of the clinical trial through which the biospecimen was collected is required for meetings to proceed. 

	7. 
	Minutes and Communication

Minutes of TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee meetings will be required.  A minute taker is to be nominated prior to each meeting, utilising the ANZGOG scribe service as required.  Minutes and any other documentation or notes eventuating will be circularised by the ANZGOG office to the TR-ANZGOG Steering Committee and the ANZGOG Board of Directors and to the RAC.

	8. 
	Size of Group

The TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Sample Access Committee will have a minimum of 5 members and a maximum membership of 10 members, drawn upon as outlined in ‘Structure’ above, with the flexibility to increase this number if needed.

	9. 
	Confidentiality and Conflict of Interest

TR-ANZGOG Trial Support and Specimen Access Committee members are required to commit to statements of confidentiality with regard to discussions, papers reviewed, and to advise any conflicts of interest.


�NSWHSB TOR Access Committee indicates within 4 weeks of application.  TR-ANZGOG Access could recommend within 4 weeks but RAC approval would be quarterly.


�NSWHSB Access policy requires notification of approval within 4 weeks of full submission. TR-ANZGOG’s grant must be compliant with this.
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